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� Last week I went to Chicago for a medical 
conference.  Late Friday afternoon I decided to 
go to Chinatown to feast on long-missed authentic 
Chinese cuisine and perhaps purchase some 
chinaware for my kitchen.  It was a typical, 
windy and raining Chicago afternoon.  Trying to 
prevent myself from getting wet, I stayed close to 
the window displays of the shops.  The first one 
that caught my attention was a sign saying God 
loves you.  I realized it was a Christian bookstore 

called Pui Tak, which means developing virtue in 
Cantonese. I browsed the entire store looking for 
new hymn books to be used in our church’s choir, 
but I was not sure what I was looking for.  Then 
the very friendly storeowner came to help.  She 
had a very gentle manner with a loving attitude, 
reminding me of a Cantonese middle-age sister in 
our church—clearly, to me, she was a devout 
Christian.  She told me about the DVD called 
Love on the Cross: Jesus in China and the 
associated music CD.  I recognized that music 



CD and the associated score book have a large 
selection of gospel hymns written by Xiao Min, 
but this version has all the vocal parts and piano 
accompaniment by composer Huang An-Lun.  
Xiao Min is an ordinary Yatou (Northern Chinese 
term for a girl) from a farming village in the 
province of Henan.  She has had only elementary 
education and does not know how to write musical 
notations.  Yet she has already produced, as of 
today, more than 1,000 new gospel hymns, in an 
ever-expanding compilation titled Canaan Hymns.  
She testified that she is only a humble vessel of 
God to transfer heavenly hymns to the Chinese 
people.  When I first heard the hymn number 607 
that night—Lord, I am worthless, yet you lift me 
up—I was immediately struck and deeply moved 
by the spirituality of the hymn.   
 

Lord, I am worthless 
Yet you raise me up 
Let me stand before you 
To sing a song for you 
 
Lord, I am worthless 
Yet you care for me 
Allowed me to be born in China 
To reap the great harvest 
 
Through the winds and storms 
Walking under persecution 
You love me, protect me, and guide 
me 
To be neither a kite with broken 
string, nor a withering flower  
You transform me into the seed of 
life 
Growing and living in your love 
I cry to you and plead earnestly 
Let your will be done on me 
Tomorrow will be filled with the 
sound of worship 
In every corner of the world 
 

 
� This hymn, with a very nostalgic traditional 
Chinese melody, pierced deeply into my heart. 
The glory of the Lord is revealed and lifted high in 

this simple peasant woman, just like the Virgin 
Mary over two thousand years ago:  
 

 
My soul doth magnify the Lord, and 
my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Savior. For He hath regarded the 
low estate of his handmaiden: for, 
behold, from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed 
(Luke 1:46-48).   
 

 
� � Tears filled my eyes with wonder and awe of 
God’s immense grace.  I was brought back to the 
times of the Roman Empire and reminded of the 
acts of the first disciples of Jesus.  They were 
fishermen, poorly educated, yet Jesus chose them 

to be his 
disciples.  

When the 
Holy Spirit 
arrived with 
the Pentecost, 
all these 
disciples were 

transformed 
into powerful 
vessels of God.  
The gospel of 
salvation was 
thus granted 
to the Roman 
gentiles by the 

grace of God.  I suddenly realized that God is 
now ready to revive China.  He is bestowing the 
Chinese people with powerful hymns filled with 
joyous melodies from heaven.   
         Dear brothers and sisters, fellow 
Chinese believers, are you willing to participate in 
this great revival of the 21th century?  I pray that 
God would allow us to be a humble vessel, no 
matter how  
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