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After being imprisoned on false charge
Apostle Paul appealed before King Agrippa
Caesarea asking for judgment before the Ron
Emperor since he was a Roman citizen. T
centurion of Augustan Cohort escorted Paul €
other prisoners, sailing from Caesarea to It3
During the journey the ship encountered a violg

(ancient name of Malta), located about 60 mil
south of Sicily. Paul performed divine miraclg
and converted the island to Christianity befo
heading to Syracuse, Sicily.

Paris on a flight
to Dallas, | met
a native of
Malta and
exchanged with
him a few travel
tips. Recently,

| after joining a

medical mission
under the
auspice of the
Order of Malta,
the  Sovereign

| am not sure how | chose Malta as my next Military Hospitaller Order of St John of Jerusalewh,

travel destination. | have heard of this islanebtigh
history books. A few years ago, while returningnfr

Rhodes and of Malta, | became fascinated by the
history of Crusades and their involvement in this



island.

Having met many travelers around the world, |
often ask what sets a Christian apart from other
non-believers. As travelers, we all go to the same
historical and scenic destinations; we are allté@as
tourists by the locals. Superficially there appetar
be no difference between believers and non-bekeifer
the contact is brief. But if you have ever metuet
Christian then you can tell that there is something
different.  Christians are followers of Christ. hély
are born again through the amazing grace of God.
They know that they have become Christians not
because they wanted to choose a religious beligf, b
because God loved and chose them first. Before
becoming a Christian, Paul (then called Saul) was a
persecutor of early Christians, full of hate. Dtsp
his sins, Christ chose Paul to be his apostle (‘smBré
forth as a messenger” in Greek) to deliver the gbtp
the gentiles. Paul subsequently wrote the HolyitSpi
inspired epistles in the New Testament. Christians
are filled with the love of God, and they have the
desire to share the message of salvation to othdis.
them, not sharing this news is a selfish act ofitsiif.
Christians strive to be like Christ. The Maltesess
symbolizes some of these qualities.

The eight points of the cross represe

the eight obligations or aspirations of the

Knights of St John of Jerusalem, namely

"to live in truth (1), have faith (2), repent onsiass (3),
give proof of humility (4), love justice (5), be neéul

believers stood calm with unusual and unexpected
peace and even used the opportunity to spread the
gospel. Last Sunday, the pastor of our church gave
this analogy. Believers are like a grand ship urige
stewardship of God, and the nonbelievers are like
scattered logs in the open sea. Both are made of
wood and subject to the natural forces of the sém.

the face of storm, the ship stands tall and naeg#ie
waves masterfully; in contrast, the logs are harshl
battered and easily scattered by the sea. Jesus
explained this on the Mount of Beatitudes:

! 3
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Yes, God is merciful to all of His creation, even
to those who do not believe or accept Him. Yet God
is justice. We are forever separated from His love
because of our sin, unless we are willing to actbpt
grace through Christ Jesus to pay for the debtuof o
sin.  What we do in this short life of a few decade
means nothing when compared to the eternity of God.
To Christians, the trials, sufferings and diffiéest in

(6), be sincere and wholehearted (7), and to endure the mundane life have no significance, since theunk

persecution (8)".

Well, you may say that many non-believers

they have already been granted the promise ofatern
life. On the Roman ship, the pagans panicked and
their heart was filled fear and darkness, not kmgwi

possess the same qualities and may even be morewhere they were heading; while Paul and other

“heroic” than the so-called Christians. Reading th
Acts of the Apostles, you will note that the shifatt
carried the Apostle Paul had both Christians and
pagans on board. They all faced the same unfaresee
danger and devastation of the Mediterranean tempest
Yet while the pagans panicked and felt doomed, the

believers trusted in God, knowing that God would
deliver them and an eternity in God’s love and ylor
awaited them.
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